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There Is one mauly privilege at least which the
wentler sex seem to be getting pretiy uch to them-
selves, and that is the privilege of writing equiyocal
wovels. Mrs. Aphra Behn, to be sure, two hundred
years ago, used to astonish the Court of Charles 11
with tales at which Smollett would have biushed ;
but this fascinating, if sowewhat andacious, laaly
was fortunately not the founder of a school, and had
no imitators of her own sex. It has been reservesd
for the present refined and Christian generation 1o
take up the task trom which the period of the merry
monirch recoiled, and the friends of freedom we pre
sume will rejoice that women are learning now 1o
write without the slightest embarrassment upon
themes of which it las Dbeen fashionable to
sappose them jgmorant. Not that the license of
Aplirs Behti bs reviving: there was i filth alout that
which the modern stomach is too delicate to brook ;
{he seventeonth contury 1ok 11s vices raw; the mine-
teenth wants them exquisitely sugared.  But the
poison js mot the less dangerons becanse it is dis-
guised.  We bave had men's novels in plenty which
trenched upon the forbidden ground between strict
girtne and open shame, and like opera boufle derived
their principal charm from the uncertainty i which
they lett the unregenerate mind whether it was
guite proper 1o look at them. Amd pow woman
shows thut sbe too can produce such literature,
and  give it a and  flaver which man
sas never yet learned to impart, The three books
whose titles we have cited shove are characteristic
productions of three popular female novelists of the
present day.  They all show ability of a cevtain kind,
wirt they differ great!v i tone awd in tendincy, as
well as in hternry merit, The quality which dis-
sngrishes them all in common is coarsenpss,—uot of
amguage. but of thonght. The love which supplies
he plot and motive of two of them is the passion of
sl desive sating itself with hot kisses and for-
bidden embirnee,—love without its poetry, without
e spiritualizing and elevating iufluence, without
s generons and self-denying IIIII'lIl"l"\: the passion
wliich fills the other is the wmere Just of valgar vice,

8o Kons the World Awnsy" 1= m all respects the
sest of the three, Some of the charocters, especinlly
e minor ones, wre excellently conceived and drawn
with skillful band, The vacilluting Lord Orgie anad
ats detestabile chisldren are admirabily sketohed, and
die domestic seenes st Orme House ave full of humor
and truth. he book aboumds in wit, of the evuieal
Baturday Beview sort, aud ihe style is animated apd

spon

b times  cloguent The story moreover is
var less obpoxions than the other two to the
foult we  Jmve mentionel &3 common 1o
them all: stil) the fault is there. The central lignre,

Iy Dignw, is an impossible  woman—an  utterly

‘et tless animal, wha loves nothing Yt her dinner,
widd without & spark of tenderness in her nature
widuces all men 1ill Il.f:_\ lears to press hor in thelr
. and kiss et fiercely. aud then she casts them
wway.  Oue scene will suffice to illustrate onv eriti-
sisti,  She amouses herself by reealling hier old lover

Thurstan, and fully to appreciate the spivit of what

tollows onr readers must bear in mind that Thurstan

w newly and happily warried, thongh Lady Diaua

loes not know at:

He prasped her wriat and oried,

“ You try me toe far, Lady DI, You tewpt only to dls
swppolnt; you inspire hopes only to ba Me them, Now |
will be honest with you, not that you deserve honeaty of
me, bot beeanse 1 will not fghl you with your own mean
weapone. * * 10 you wish to lure me back to u state
of somimadness aboul you, you wre yel beautifol aond

sharming enough to suceesd ; but T warn yon fairly, 1

Al Lol Woo You on the satue terms, for 1w wo louger

wee : and 1 you tempt me to woo you, Jsawe bt I wili

wit Yo, Do you tlunk that s man 15 10 be torturet,
wounded, and goaded like the poor brutes that writhe
ander the skill of the Matadort and do ¥ou think the

Matador always escapes withowt ipjuryt 1 think at

undest to tell you without eqaivocation, that if you per-

dat in giving me encourngement, [ sball, whether you
ake it or no, take auy advantage of you circumstances

DAY put in my way.”

All the calor bad faded from his face. There wasa
Wreat iv his eyos which she had never seen ticre before.

She did pot eower before the storm she had evoked ;
sut when she looked up af this mun's fuce sl suw how
dandsome it looked n 118 menace, she thooglit that she
sall pever liked auy one powell as slie did him. Ehe
akod him better In lus wrath than ever she hal done
when he woood her with swmile and entreaty. Aud be
mid be was not free! Then her suspicions wore correct
shont that girl; and st the thought of her rival, Lady Di
et a» though a kuife wers thrust mmto her—beart, |
dioukd sav, If speaking of any other woman; but in ths
wse | ought, perliaps, to substitute the word " vaniry ™
or ** heart. '

“ Forgive me,” she sald, besepehing!y.

“Hali!*™ he replied, impatiently; * that's what you
dways gy, Women are the woest unrensonable devils in
e world ; they seem to think that civil specohes will
I dura say that the danghter
o fort John

o pensate for apything.
of Hevodias thought that an apology would
lor the prospect of her tukivg lis bead 4= a gacrdon
for that grim revelry of hors. 1 do forgive you, Ludy Dy
put | st panish You, and you may be sure that if you
wlend aewin, you will not escape so cusily."”

Witheut furtbher words, be took ber in bi= arms aml
Elesedl her.

Avother woman might have reddencd under that
saress, which was almost S8 wenuemg as passionate, bt
s oue paled visinly. Lady Dieonld wvo longer Linsh,
sithoueh she could fear. She did not fear Thutstin, but
e Was appreliensive of any one of ey wdmirers appear.
g wuddenly Ehe conld explaln away mosy
dilpgs, but even she could seateely nave given a satisfae.
wey renson 10 Lord Ore or to Clatrveanx for bor belug
ussed on the stiairs by Tharstan Mowbray.

The pleasanut fruit of Lady Diana’s propensities, so
*ar s Mrs. Stoele sees fit 1o reveal them, mway be
broken

N 1hie seape

momed up as one mrder, one death fre
arart, and two wieckod lives. Thurstun Mowbiay is
s mere brutal Foglish guardsman of the peviod, a
gentloman exeept in the presence of ludies, a brave
nan except in the Giee of doty, an honorable man
sxcept with tradespeople and wowen.  We snppose
ae is presented rather as the victim of the lovely
wroercss than as  actually a bad  fellow; bt
se kills his wife by lus nlidelity, rules
s steeple chase in the bour that he learns what he
s done, and goes abiroad 1o forget hils remorse
wmithout even seeing ber grave.  Azalea whom he
warries and destrovs is evidently desigoed as & coun-
wasl to Luly lhana. Sbe is asignal losteation
sowever of the inability of the carnal school of Jady
sovelists to depict & pure and hoty affection. Asa
shild she s charming; ber chivacter s distinetly
brawn, full of life and originality ; s soon as she be
somnes @ lover she clianges not o an anomal bat (o a
ay higure, She = no longer capable of exciting a
wark of interest,® and the one seene in which she
® roused again to when  she  diseovers
Fhorstan’s  unworthiness,
BN N CONSAUEDCE. I8 perhaps the most nonatura!
snd repulsive in the whole story. Azalea herself is
wved by Robert Douglas, a moody, prematurely old
man, and this we are probably o tike ws the grand
snd noble pussion of the book - the love of a great
seart which sutlers in silence when another wins the
prise for which be strove, aml stands beside the de.
serted wife hike a good angel in the hoor of ber griei.
1t would be all this but forone hitthe fact of which not
mly Douglas but strange 1o sav Mrs, Stecle herself
swems oblivions; this beroic friend who would be
lu}u'l husband, was already the lawial linsband of
Lady Disns.  1f her ladyship and the world believed
Lhatsbe was & widow it can hardly be pretendod that
Deuglas believed it too, So the martvrdom of Mis.
Bloele's maint tirns out. atier ail. 1o be the frustrated
desire Lo commit Ligamy.

le,

and s pear shooting

" Red an a Rose is Shie” 15 ncconnted, we bolieve,
the best of three or foar povels, avidently from s
woman's pen, which within s vear or two have been
read with exttaordivary aviduy in London, and
bave attainod sune popularity on this side of the
secan. Wo have not seeu the othors, The vie before
o b litthe of the hu which red wole of
Mre Bleele's pages, and hitle gesuine wit, but it
ahounds with that conversativusl baster, just falline

short of repartee. which is tho settled daily spoech
lin wovels) of intelligont peoplo who

to good society. We are bound to kay
that there is not mnch sin in  the book,
exeept lies.  Nevertheless the flaver in  high,
and tho incidents come quite near enough the dan-
gerons line. Esther Craven, living in an obsenre
village it Wales, becomes engaged to Robert Hran-
don, a long, ungainly army eaptain, with arather
tiresome mother and two puritanical maiden sisters.
We cannot nnderstand the engagement—for Esther
does not return Robert’s love—unless on the suppo-
sition that she said * yes” to get rid of bim—dioner
being ready and the mutfon growing cold.  She goes
away on avisit to an English country house, and
there of course she falls in love with the son of the
family, St. Joln Gerard. She becomes engaged
to lhim too. She says nothing to Hrandon,
and  when St. Jolin  questions  her  about
that estimable warrior, she lies. St Johin finds it
out, and discards lier in a scene of unparalleled bro-
tality, Is his condnet such as the new seliool of
women ke The girl grovels in the dust at his
feet, begs to be ** taken back,” implores a word of
forgiveness before they part forever : he answers
with taunts, ravings, ontbursts of balf-smothered
love, and finally with cold jnsalt.  She makes o
full confession to Brandon, who, neverthieless, treats
hor with heroie generosity, and at last goes away to
die in the West Indies, while Esther, left destitute
by the death of her brother, becomes a "' companion "
and reader in the family of an old English squire.
Here she onee more meets Gerard, now affianced to
the niece of her employer, This is Constance Bles-
sington, a cold beanty, who lias been trying to cateh
&t Johin nearly all her life. Esther falls sick and is
axpected 1o die. When she believes her last hour to
be near, the asks S, John to come and kiss her.
After that shie gets well and murries him, There is
not a really estimable character in the book, except
poor Brandon. Esther's one charm is her phivsical
beanty s but that is quite enongh to inspire the brate
passion which in novels of this low cluss is digni-
fied by the name of love, St John Gerard has
no redeeming qualities at all. Me is dissipated,
rude, eynical, untilial, incapable of a tender emotion
or o generous sentiment, e does no good thing, he
Areams of no useful work, he is simply a specimen of
the utterly noprofitable fruit of an idle aristocracy.
Constance Blessington bas bt 4wo thoughts in the
world, to be well dressed anid to marry the heir of
the Gerards, Considering the care and coolness
with whieh for years she had planned this Jatter
achievement, the alaerity with which in a moment
of jenlousy she discharges &t John is pre-
postorous.  Miss  DBlessington’s  principal  busi-
in the story 18 to surprise Gerard and
Esther in scandalous sitnations,  Once shie catehos
them together in the library at two o'clock in the
wornivg ; again she finds them in the widdle of the
night {(innocently, of comrse,) in Esther’s bed-room.
They are forever getting iuto queer positions  and
doing equivecal things, and after a while we learn
to Jisten for the rostie of Miss Blessington's dress at
the critical moment with as monch eonfidence as we
tisten for thunder atter a flash of lichtuing. There
1% perhiaps not guite so mnch handling and Kissing
as in the work noticed above, bt what there s s
strone,

nvss

“Pack,” the latest prodoction of the salacions
writer who is known by the psendonym of “Omda”
is incomparably the worst of the three novels we
bave before us, and we shall waste but little time
upony it. Puck is a dog who passes thronugh the
hunds of many owners, principally women of bad

character and  fast men about town.  In the
company of this auadruped we are are intro-
dueed to the green-room of @ theater wlicre

tlonrislies the hare bLurlesque, To the suppers of
conttesans, the chambers of gay  hachelors,
andd the vulear splendors of women lke Cor Pearl,
The whole story, except i few dull chaplers, passos
in an atmosphere reeking with the worst forms ol
cortuption, and we can no more imagine & person of
refinement reading such thivgs with pleasure than
taking pleasire in secige and making part of them.
How then shall we account for ** Ouida's” popularity?
Well, there are people who love to read of the sins
they have yet a little too much conseience to com-
wit; there are people who are moved by curiosity to
look at a book which is understood to mnke free
with well known chavacters in London, faiutly
disguisivg  them with fictitions names; and
there are people who relish daring langnuge
from o woman which they would not tolerate from a
man, just hecanse it is econtrary to all our instinets
of right that women should be familiar with those
particular forms of impropriety, We suppose there
are women who take a norce pleasure i writiog
flavorons stories, just as there are actresses whose
Lichiest dramatic ambition is to wear trunk  hose, or
carty o eane and cigar, As a rale, the women who
ape masealing vulgarity on the stage do it very i,
showing only a vulgarity of their own which is far
IOTe DRSO Asa rule we nmy also say thit the
women who attempt a similsr indeconcy in books
siecesd no better,  We can certainly say of “Onida”
that she has pot represented the mauners and habits
of any cluss of men kvown to the world, We
presume she has failed quite as sigually with her
women : bt of the class of women with whom slie
has to do we confess that we are uot qualiied to

gpeak.
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The increased strepgth and activity of the
Srock market socms to have created a demand for money,
and rates Lave Leen aceordingly advanced with the de-
mand, but money is in great abundance on call a2 4 to 6
per cent, and must so continue while the New-York
banks hold it in sueh large amonnts, and to make it pay
it st draw interest. [o some lnstances where money
Las been loaned at & low rate, parties have been  called
on,” and they have Leen uuable torepliceit, without
being obliged to pay & higher rate of interesty **on call.”
The closing of the transfer books of several of the lesding
rallways sy have something to do with the puttiug up
the rutes of interest ** on call.”
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Government bonds have been strong ta-day both at
home and abroad, Thin morning the Five/Twenties of
1562 were quoted In London at 013, and rhe 'iis at 90§
Here, the 6# of 141, conpon, wers sald at 1144, and the
o of 15692, 1117, belng within § per cent of par in gold,
and the 'sis 23 above par, ahd the 68 curreney at par,
This ulternoon the prices of Goveraments were off from
{to) pereent. The operations in them bave been large,
and the market Grw, The eonferences of the bhank men
with the Secretary and the Committee of Ways and
Means yesterlay, appesrs to give vigor to Government
tertidds, il weakneas to colid. A report from Washing-
ton says the Publie Debt Statement will shiow o decrease
uf abont $5,000,00 for March,

In State Lomds Tenuessees, now, are strong; North
Caroling, new, Sadt); do., 65, 46]—yesterday 7fa4i;
Virginia ts, ex conpon, Ti—=yesteriday 12 South Carolina,
new, January and July, SLasd, and April and October,
new, “b.;.

atleoad Bomds do uot seem to attruct ua much atten-
tion as the Balliowd stocks, although prices have not
dropped in the bonds of the leading toads, Bouds are
more steady than stocks. The rates of interest are fixed,
and auy oue can feure them out. Nob 8o with stocks.
Witls these there is a chanee not onlv for speculation, but
for the imagination, and the very exciteiment of the game
mikes it desirable,

Ptk stoeks remain quiet, with but very few sales at
the Board.

Thee stock market has been potlve and strone, with
more ey ident sieos of real Hife than it kas shown for some
Aars, or even wierks

We give a8 a4 watter of interest to our readers, the
Nighest prices of stocks named ot the  First Board of the
stock Exchange, at the dates given :
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New Vik Centeal nud ndson. . gl
Poniing L
boobe Sfne sl
nif il I -
A} Narl (R
- Prefeired e )
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Fhve Pacitic Madl wmid Lake shore have been the venters
of attractioh today, I the tirst the operations have
Imeeran Latge, winid siles bave ranged from 354 to S5 The

| meeting of the offivers of the Lake Shore Rallway tn our

City this week has wvaneed the stock.  Beport says the
et earnings” for the yearduave inecreased about 11 per
ety wnd thist the reported losses by a fallure lsal season
will ln time wll be made good.  This toml 18 one of the
grvit hlghways of the nation, with sasrcely eurve enough
(it e whiole e to make 4 olrole, and with hght crades.
With good manseement, good dividends must ever be

siire.  The stock sold today st #=§ ds3) ; New - York Cen.

Ctral and Hodson, wajavey . do. Certificates, ]y
L oBewding, 0 Oile amd Missiaaippl, 2950 Columbos, Cla
| cago aod Dudina Central, 15 elsy,

The tiold Boom bhas been rather gquiet today. The ae.
tivity in the Stock Exchange has made it rather dull in
L Gold Excliwmge. AL 10 ooleck gold was quoted 1194
MEAS, 1025 1020, 100 LG PR04, 102) 122, 102, L8, 112, and
elosed at 1 pom, ot 112 the highest price, 112} lowest,
Wi At S gold was guoted at 112, 45, 1HE AL 400 the
quotation was 114 The Gold Reomw formally sidjonrned
at 1 o'cloek, to allow mambers 1o attend the funernl of
whe late B M. Whitehouwe,

The transactions of the Gold Eicbhauge Hunk to day
were; Clearatoes, $44. %8000 . Gold baleuces, 91,250,140,
Curreney bilauces, §1,000,00, .

Phe following wre the Government quotsdions of Mesars,
Fisk & Hateh at s pm. -
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Chb, Bor, A Q 8 p.e, lot M. L1 Clewe, &k Pitte, dth Mantgage .. ©
Mich So. Tpoc. M Mige,.... (Cheagn & Altos Figking Fusd. ¢
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The following ls the report of the Assistant
of the United States in New-York for the niy
Felbiruary :
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g accouns of Gobl Nobew.oooariiaens  Btbinten s
On accoant of Internal Hevenne .. ... e =35

I L
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Rereipts for Castoms in the mouth of March, 1790
Free pla fur Custows 10 the wenuth of March, 19, ...
Peerease, Mareh, M0 .. .ovveniesessnmsnnsnnnisnns U T 0T
Statewent of Bunmess al the United States Aoy

i Neiw: York for the month ending March 9, |
Tepesits of Gol..ooaacaenas ceresnane PR
Fuoraign Lolos, §71 (0h 0
Fareign Hallion.. .. 100w oy
I nited Btates Bullno. . 254 0w 00
Depesita of Silver, locluling Purebass T s
Foreign Colns TE 00 o0
Foreign Bu P & W (0
U iited States Ballio nlain et 11 o owd
1 aited Staten Balliye (Uolormdi o, ey i
L nitet States Hallion {Lake Su 2w
L nited Siates Bullion (Nevada)... 33,000 0
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FT4000 o0 @300 e 0
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Tota! Deposite: Pavable in Bar....
'I‘ur.:l Theponits: :ubk o Colun
Gialil Bars Stamped. ...
Sliver Bars Stamped. occnnens o
Tearsmitted to Uslted States Mint Phil. for Colsage. ®IT2.001 .3
The eustoms recelpts for the week ending Maieh 24 are
as follows: At Boston, $304,170; New-York, €,681,00;
Philsdelplia, 212,565 Baltimore, ka4, 788, San Francisco,
Murch 10, $177,258—total, $5,052,08,
The earmings of the 56, Louis awd Tron Monntain Rail-
roaud for e thied w‘tvlr in March wers ga follown

assengeny Tie | Same week [ 1494 0
} hts. Mty | ax
M e Lise ® Tosreuse . e W

Tutalisossasss B8 ;;}
The counpons of the frst ool second mortgage bonds of
Lo Hrunswick and Albany Eallroad Co. of Georsia, die
April 1, will be paid in cold on presentation at the bank-
tg-honse of Heury Clews & Cu,, No. 32 Wall st
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